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SUBJECT: Dental Staff performing COVID-19 Diagnostic
Testing

The Office of the National Chief Dentist sought a legal opinion
regarding dental professionals performing COVID-19 testing. The
Office of General Counsel concluded that the Federal Bureau of
Prisons COVID-19 response mission supersedes any state dental
licensing and dental practice acts which may not permit COVID-19
testing by dental healthcare personnel (i.e. dentist, dental
hygienist and dental assistant).

The Dental Health Care Personnel (DHCP) administering COVID-19
diagnostic tests are now a part of the scope of the BOP dental
practice and they can be assigned to administer COVID-19
testing. Those DHCP will need to have documentation as evidence
of receiving training and skills to administer the testing.

This memorandum and the training and skills documentation should
be included in the DHCP's credential folder at the institution
and will serve as an addendum to their previously signed
privileges, practice agreement or protocols in respected cases.



Should you have any questions or concerns, please
contact your Regional Chief Dentist.
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Regional Health Services Administrators
Regional Quality Improvement Consultants
Regional Chief Dentists

Regional Medical Directors
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