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From the editor
This special issue of the Federal
Prisons Journal marks the 60th
anniversary of the Federal
Bureau of Prisons�and com-
pletes the first year of this
magazine�s publication.

Guest Editor John W. Roberts,
the Bureau�s archivist, conceived
and helped assemble the histori-
cal material for this issue; our
thanks to all who helped with
photographs and illustrations.
�The Log� will return in the next
issue.

During the past year, the Bureau
has been installing and testing a
new mailing list data base, which
is now operational. It should
provide quick responses to your
subscription inquiries and
changes of address. If you know
someone who would benefit
professionally from reading the
Federal Prisons Journal, please
pass along his or her address.

As always, we welcome your
feedback and ideas for articles�
and manuscripts, of course.
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What Should the Public
Expect From Pr isons?

Overcoming the myths

J. Michael Quinlan

As the Federal Bureau of Prisons begins
its seventh decade, the public is aware
that we are in the midst of a huge
expansion of our Nation’s prisons.
Citizens are increasingly scrutinizing the
management of the vast sums that legis-
latures are dedicating to prison construc-
tion and operation—properly so, for they
have a right to know that their tax dollars
are well spent.

Anyone who has worked in prisons for
more than a few years will remember that
this kind of scrutiny was rare in the past.
Historically, the public has turned its at-
tention to prisons only in times of crisis,
when debates tend to focus on the issues
of the moment, without the slightest ref-
erence to the everyday realities of prison
management.

It’s not surprising, then, that our percep-
tion of how well we do our job is
different from the The Federal
Bureau of Prisons has a very positive
reputation among corrections agencies,
both domestically and abroad, of which
we can be proud. The growing profes-
sionalization of the entire corrections
field means that corrections work is an
increasingly attractive career choice.

Yet the public is largely unaware of this,
for two reasons. The first is a failure of
omission. We have simply failed to
devote the time and resources we need to
get our story across. The second reason,
however, is more difficult to deal with.
People already think they know what
they need to know about prisons.

Unfortunately, however, these public
opinions are largely a collage of inaccu-
rate, outdated impressions garnered from
sensationalistic accounts of escapes or
riots, or from James Cagney and Clint

 movies. Woven from bits and


